Mirroring Mortification
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15 Moses spoke to HASHEM, saying, '8 “May HASHEM, God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a
man over the assembly, ' who shall go out before them and come in before them, who shall
take them out and bring them in; and let the assembly of HASHEM not be like sheep that have
no shepherd.”

18 HAsHEM said to Moses, “Take to yourself Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom there is spirit, *
and lean your hand upon him_J*“-’ You shall stand him before Elazar the Kohen and before the
entire assembly, and command him before their eyes. @You shall place some of your majesty
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upon him, so that the entire assembly of Israel will pay heed. ?' Before Elazar the Kohen shall
he stand, who shall inquire for him of the judgment of the Urim before HASHEM; at his word shall
they go out and at his word shall they come in, he and all the Children of Israel with him, and
the entire assembly.

22 Moses did as HASHEM had commanded him. He took Joshua and stood him before Elazar a2 MK aw y . &
the Kohen and before the entire assembly. 2 He leaned his hands upon him and commanded VIQICTN DWIDRiH "'"_J 92 ey
him, as HASHEM had spoken through Moses. e
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another candle. Rashi explains that 711, majesty, refers to the radiance of

Moses’ face. He quotes the Sifrei to interpret 971, some of your majesty, but

not all of it. We can infer from this that whereas Moses' face was like the sun,

which is an inexhaustible source of energy, Joshua's face was like the moon
‘ﬂ\o\{ﬁich benefits from the sun’s light and reflects its rays. Joshua did not have
) the power to create a new order on his own, nor to bring about miracles from
( Hashem as Moses did. Tt has been noted that the initial letters of the First six ; I L=

wpr_ds of v. 17 are equal in numerical value to the word 71235, maon (Zichro

Shmuel). [See also the commentary to v. 23.] Roqn PN
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In order to influence his followers and the people at large, a tzaddik
must possess all three of these qualities:
-‘Glory (7111) — This is the ability to transmit Torah with precision and
accuracy, and to instruct people how to act by giving them useful
explanations of each halachah and custom so that they will follow the
teacher’'s model intelligently, even when he is not available to be
consulted. In a sense, this quality is the opposite of splendor, which
inhibits the student from doing wrong only when the tzaddik himself is
present, but in his absence the student is again left open to the
inducements of his evil inclination. Glory, on the other hand, transforms

the student into a greater creature and stays with him wherever he goes.
"Thus, the Sages relate (Bava Basra 75a) that after Moses imparted of his
glory fo Joshua, Joshua'’s face shone by itself like the light of the moon
{as compared to Moses’, which was like the light of the sun)
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A person is born. He grows up. He encounters different situa-
tions and experiences. He develops a relationship with lifc and cre-
ates a personal world for himself. And he wonders, what is the pur-
pose of it all? What is he meant to be doing?

In order to answer these questions, we have to recognize that
every person is unique, a world unto himself utterly uplike any
other. The human species is the pinnacle of creation, the high
point of the whole cosmos. There is no creature in the cosmos
that in any way resembles humankind. And within humankind,
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among the billions and billions of human beings that inhabit
the surface of this planet, no two individuals are identical or
even alike.

You don'’t have to be a genius or a philosopher to recognize the
uniqueness of every individual. Sure, we all have eyes, ears and
noses, but we are, each and every one of us, an entdre world that

( has its own set of raw materials, its own experiences, its own sity-

‘Atioms, its own circumstances, its Oown relationships, its own,

¥

strengths and shortcomings, its own fears, its own aspirations.
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The Almighty made us different, because He waRts each
human being to engage the world as an artist, a sculptor whose
mission is to use his particular skills to mold his particular raw
materials into a living work of art. That is our purpose here on
this earth, to make our lives into living works of art. Everything
in this world can be used to form and decorate the vibrant art
of a human life. Everything in life, every deed, action and cir-
cumstance, can be construed to be forbidden, pcrm:ttcd or
holy. And the synthesis of all these ¢lements, integrated and
intertwined, coalesce into one composite image that is the sum
total of our lives. We are the artists, the sculptors, the creators
of the living works of art that will emerge from our time spent

on this earth, and it is our responsibility that what we produce
is a_kevod shamayim, a testament to the glory of Heaven.

We have to understand, however, that in order to be creators we
need to forge a bond with the Almighty, the source of all Creation,
There is not a blade of grass, a grain of sand, a microscopic atom
that is not sustained by the divine will. Therefore, in order to cre-
ate a beautiful work of art out of all the raw materials we are given,

we need siyata dishemaya, Divine Assistance — and we can get it!
A person is the crown jewel of creation, the Almighty’s own hand-
iwork. A person — every person! — is the most exalted being in the
cosmos, and he has access to siyata dishemaya.

n But in order ro take advantage of this hope, a person has to
believe in himself. He has to believe in the immense opportunides
5 and possibilities that arc within his grasp. If he thinks of himself as
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Esclcss, a loser, he will float through his life and waste his time.
5 | once saw in an old chassidishe sefer that when a person gets

up in the morning the first thing he should think about is Olam
Haba, the Next World. He shouldn’t think about a cup of coffee.
He shouldn’t think about his problems and responsibilities. He
should think about Olam Haba, the Next World.

There is a profound message here. A person is sleeping and he
wakes up. His day is abour to begin, and the tone will be set by
his attitude towards what is coming. He can think, “All right, here
we go again, another boring day full of toil and trouble.” What

kind of a day do you think he is going to have? He is defeated

.b__efore he has even started.
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Rashi comments:

It seems to me that the student was escorting the
teacher until the boundary at the mountain, past which
he [Yehoshua] was not permitted to continue. From
there Moshe ascended alone upon the mountain of God.
Yehoshua set up his tent and remained there the entire
forty days, for we find that when Moshe descended
(ibid. 32:17), "' And Yehoshua heard the noise of the
people in their tumult’” — we see that Yehoshua was
not with then.

Yehoshua remained at the foot of the mountain alone for forty
days so that he could be with Moshe the very moment that he would
descend the mountain. Yehoshua did not want to miss the
opportunity to be with his teacher the few minutes it would take
Moshe to return from the mountain to where the Jews were
encamped, lest he be deprived of even a single lofty teaching!

Why did Yehoshua not remain in the camp until the thirty-
ninth day, since he knew that Moshe would not return until
the fortieth day? The answer to this is that Yehoshua wanted to
avoid the possibility of some unusual occurrence preventing
him from returning to welcome Moshe. Therefore, he remained
at the foot of the mountain all forty days. His prudence paid
off, for on the thirty-ninth day the Jews worshiped the Golden
Calf. It is quite possible that amid the tumult of that tragic episode,
Yehoshua might have been prevented from going out to greet
the leader who the people believed was no longer alive (see Sh'mos
32:1).

Yehoshua’s faithfulness received Heavenly endorsement, for as the
Gemara (Yoma 76a) relates, the 1, manna, fell at the mountain for
Yehoshua throughout his forty-day sojourn there.

23

) In Parashas Ki Sisa (33:7), the Torah refers to an individual who
went to Moshe’s tent seeking the Divine word as a 71 Wpan, one
who seeks [the word of] Hashem. Yehoshua was the classic wpan,
unrelenting in his clinging to his teacher and in his diligent guarding

<3 Perseverance and Prayer

J " <
D, of the Fruit of Torah, as he toiled to attain an understanding of Torah
in all its depth and breadth. Because he was such a wpan he was
privileged to succeed Moshe and to transmit Torah to the next
generation,
The Gemara relates:

The Sages taught: “Twelve things were asked of R’
Yehoshua ben Chananiah by the people of Alexandria
[one of them being): 'What shall a person do to become
wise? He replied, ‘'Let him persevere in study and
minimize his business affairs.” They countered, 'Many
have done so and have not been successful.” “Then they
should seek mercy from He to Whom wisdom belongs,
as it is written, 'For Hashem grants wisdom; and from
His mouth, knowledge and understanding” ' [Mishlei
2:6]... What is the conclusion? That one without the
other does not suffice” (Niddah 70b).

It is impossible for anyone to fathom his own inherent potential for
greatness. Who would have thought when Yehoshua was still young
that he would one day become the leader of the Nation of Hashem?
It is within the ability of every ben Torah to emulate Yehoshua in
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"The Gemara cited above mentions tefillzh as the other crucial
ingredient for acquiring Torah wisdom. Note that the terminology
used was not 1558, they should pray, but rather, pmm Wy, they
should seek mercy.! Simple prayer is not enough. One must beseech

the Heavens in the way of a true wpan, to whom Torah is life itself
In the words of Rambam:

WD AL TR %0 K23 mwpam mpsnn Yy v
The life of the masters of wisdom and its seecker:

without Torah is considered like death (Hilchos
Rotze'ach 7:1).
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( attaining a level of Torah knowledge and overall greatness that Far)

surpasses his apparent capabilities and appears to be out of reach.

 Perseverance in study is the key. Included in this is ameilus,
persistent diligent toil, and the utilizing of every moment — even a
minute here or there! — to its fullest advantage. A good barometer of
how dedicated one is to his learning is whether or not he begins his
study sessions on time.
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« Most commentators understand these words in the way of
Rashbam (ibid.): “In such a brief time, the glory of [Israel’s leadership]
became so diminished! — for though Yehoshua was a prophet and
leader like Moshe, he could not attain Moshe's glory.”

The Chofetz Chaim, however, understood the elders” words in an
entirely different sense. True, Yehoshua's luster paled beside the
brilliance of Moshe. But they now realized that he was at least a
moon, a reflection of Moshe's brilliance, and had outshone them all to
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b was the greatest wpan of all. If only they had striven and
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,*ﬂ_ruggled as he did! "“Woe for this shame, woe for this humiliation!” (197y

May we merit to follow in Yehoshua’s ways and may our love Tor
Torah be intense and everlasting.
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LM’ Ascending the Path
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@ First Think

However, what leads to it in particular is
contemplation of the serious nature of the service
in which man is obligated, and the severity of the
judgment in this regard. These few words of the
Ramhal have enormous depth and meaning; |
mention them almost every year on Rosh Hashanah
before the shofar is blown. True, we must learn,
but we must do more than that as well. We must
also_think, because what leads to Watchfulness is

contemplation. Before anything we do, before any
move we make, we must think about the enormity of
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our obligation to serve Hashem and His expectations
of us. As a next step, we must then think of how
severe the judgment will be if, God forbid, we should

U< e How Serious Is It?

We have a natural tendency to minimize the
extent of our obligations: we pray and observe the
mitzvot and do all the different things we know we
should, and we get by. But all too often, it ends there.

" We do not stop to consider that Hashem expects us
oot just to “get by,” but to invest our utmost. We do
not realize that what is expected of us is not bare
bones, but one hundred percent. We want to squeeze

‘-”6‘(=§piritua1 plane, in Gan Eden each tzaddik will dwell in
his own huppah. What exactly this huppah will look
like is directly contingent on the individual's level in
the service of Hashem. No two structures will be
identical, because no two people's accomplishments
are identical; everyone shapes his own eternal reward.
The problem is that.everyone will see not only his own
winnings, but those of the people around him as well.
This is where things get uncomfortable, h

through with our least, while what we should be giving

is our best.

«p Rabbi Menahem Azariah of Pano explains that

there are many levels in the service of Hashem. If we

fegl we have been yotze yede hovah, fulfilled our

minimum _obligation as defined by the Shulhan .
Aruch, we may see no need to exert ourselves any

further to attain more meticulous standards of

For example, let us say Reuven and Shimon both
did someone an identical favor. There was only one
minor_difference. Reuven did it with a sigh, perhaps
rather annoyed at the time and trouble it involved,

observance. However, he says, by the same token, in
the World to Come there are also many different
levels, of spirituality and reward. Each ascending level
has its own entrance gate, which is guarded by an
( angel. The angel guarding the gate at the lowest level
is named “Hovah." True, minimum observance is
enough for admittance to the lowest level represented
by Hovah, or in other words, to literally “get through
the hands of Hovah." But much greater heights await
us further on, as do many other “hands:" those of the
multitude of angels guarding ‘the gates of those
higher levels. To attain these higher levels in the

o

s The Pain of Lost Opportunity

=2 And of this, our Sages, of blessed memory,
said (Baba Batra 75a), by way of a parable, “This
‘teaches us that each one is singed by the canopy
of his fellow.” In former times, it was customary to
build a special structure called an “ohel shel simhah,”
a tent or canopy (huppah) of celebration, for a bride
and groom. During the week of Sheva Berachot, the
new couple would sit there with their family and
friends and enjoy the singing, dancing, and other
festivities unique to this special time. So too, on a

)

while Shimon did it with a smile, bringing joy to the
recipient. [f Reuven noticed the contrast at all, he
probably considered it trivial. But this world's petty
cash is Gan Eden’s millions. The choicest of this
world's prime real estate cannot begin to approach
the most modest stake in the World to Come - and
in this high return market, Shimon's extra smile
earned him a palace for all eternity! Of course Reuven
could have smiled too, and received a similar reward.
It would have been very easy and very worthwhile., But
Shimon did and Reuven didn't, and in the World to
Come, it is too late to make amends. Shimon, and
not Reuven, has the lavish huppah which could just
as well have been Reuven's.

Lﬁq This realization, and the envy it engenders, is a
merciless, burning, searing pain.

¢ I have often felt that this anguish is the true
Gehinom. The blazes of Hell need not literally mean
that we are tossed into a bonfire. It can be the
blistering agony of sitting in Gan Eden and seeing
what we could have achieved. Knowing that a petty
lack of effort has cost us our closeness to Hashem,
while the fellow who took the extra step basks happily
in the Divine Presence, is the biggest Gehinom there
is.




! l‘g
World to Come will be because he sees hims hlmself as
falling short of the perfection of _tgg _Ievel whl_cﬂe
could have achieved, just as his fellow man in fact
act 'eved it. The agony will be over our lack of
perfection — a perfection that we could have achieved,

had we only tried. Others did it. Why didn’t we? It will

be excruciating to face what we could have been as
compared to what we are. This will not be the pain of

crude jealousy. It will be the angmshed awareness of
~Z/ our own shortcomings, and it will hurt.
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